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bookingkit Leisure Market Index – Q2 2026 

Strongest second quarter on record: Europe's leisure 
market enters peak season with record revenue, 
returning demand and rising prices 

Each month, bookingkit analyses aggregated booking and revenue data from thousands of 

leisure providers across Europe. The results for June and the full second quarter of 2026 

show a market entering summer from one of its strongest positions in recent years. 

Revenue set a record Q2 above both 2024 and 2025, ticket sales recovered just in time and 

edged past 2025, and price per ticket returned to +4.3% year-on-year after a soft start to 

the year. With prices and visitor numbers both rising, operators hold two levers to win the 

season. 

Key Insight 1: Record second-quarter revenue carries momentum into the biggest season 

of the year 

Q2 2026 is the strongest second quarter the bookingkit Leisure Market Index has ever recorded. 

After a steady first quarter, revenue overtook both 2024 and 2025, with May and June each 

setting a new monthly high. That means operators enter the weeks that generate the bulk of the 

year's revenue with the wind at their back, historically the third quarter is the biggest of the year. 

To carry the momentum, extend your best spring offerings into summer, keep every sales 

channel live, and open availability deep into the season. That is how a strong start turns into 

maximum peak-season revenue. 

Key Insight 2: Demand recovers just in time, and the gap to the 2024 peak is the upside 

Ticket sales climbed steadily through spring and matched prior-year levels right as summer 

began. In Q2, volumes edged past 2025 but have not yet caught the historic 2024 record. That 

gap is the opportunity of the season: the demand is there, it now simply has to be converted in 

full. Operators should sharpen every conversion lever, a booking flow, availability and payment 

process without friction, no availability gaps, no drop-offs at checkout. The focus shifts from raw 

demand to experience quality, reviews and conversion, the factors that close the distance to the 

record. 
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Key Insight 3: Pricing power returns, up 4.3% in the second quarter 

After cooling through 2025 and dipping to near zero in Q1 2026, price per ticket rose sharply 

again in the second quarter, up 4.3% year-on-year. As the season opens, prices and visitor 

numbers are climbing at the same time. That combination has been rare of late, and it opens 

double headroom: operators can price their peak dates with more confidence without losing 

demand. The priority is to leave no money on the table, perfect the booking flow, price the 

strongest days decisively, and guarantee instant availability across every channel. 

Lukas C. C. Hempel, Founder & CEO of bookingkit: "The second quarter was our strongest 

ever, and the decisive weeks are still ahead. For the first time in a while, revenue, visitor 

numbers and prices are all rising at once. That is the best possible position an operator could ask 

for at the start of the season. Those who are set up cleanly now, with offering, availability and 

pricing under control, will win the season. The demand is there, prices are supportive, and the 

task now is to use both levers with discipline." 

 

Pictures for media information can be found in the corresponding download folder. 

 
 

 

 
    Page 2/4 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CERlTHkX2ZYumfd_Gw7q5Cy4UiHoXVOO
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About the bookingkit Leisure Market Index 

The bookingkit Leisure Market Index aggregates anonymised booking and pricing data from 

thousands of attractions, activity providers and experience operators across Europe. It is 

released monthly to support operators, journalists and analysts with reliable, real-time sector 

insights. The Index tracks the following core metrics: 

 

●​ Revenue: The gross value of ticket sales across all operators 

●​ Tickets: The total number of admission tickets sold 

●​ Price per ticket: How pricing evolves over time and how operators adjust their value 

propositions 

 

Together, these indicators provide a clear, data-driven view of market dynamics, helping 

stakeholders identify emerging trends early and understand how consumer demand is shifting. 

 

Disclaimer 

The bookingkit Leisure Market Index is based on aggregated and normalised data from 

bookingkit customers as well as selected public and private sources. While bookingkit strives for 

accuracy, no guarantee is made regarding completeness or timeliness. The insights reflect 

bookingkit’s perspective at the time of publication and do not constitute legal, financial or 

investment advice. All analyses are intended for professional use only. 
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About bookingkit 

bookingkit is “The One Platform for Attractions”. As the leading European booking and 

administration solution, it enables operators to turn their own websites into high-performance 

sales engines, maximizing direct bookings and revenue while minimizing cost and effort. 

 

The SaaS company provides AI-powered technology for automated ticketing, smart yield 

management and seamless distribution via one of the world's most powerful channel managers, 

including partners such as GetYourGuide, Google Things to do and Viator. 

 

As the operational backbone, bookingkit digitalizes the entire day-to-day business: from 

AI-driven real-time synchronization of capacities across all sales channels to automated visitor 

communication and a smooth on-site check-in. Through powerful integrations to systems such 

as payment providers, CRM or access control, bookingkit creates a seamless and scalable 

ecosystem and a dynamically evolving visitor experience for professional attractions, such as 

amusement parks, museums and zoos. 

 

Founded in 2014 and led by Lukas C. C. Hempel, bookingkit is the technological foundation for 

thousands of attractions across Europe today. The company employs around 80 people from 

diverse backgrounds and manages international teams throughout the entire continent from its 

headquarters in Berlin. 

 

For more information, please visit www.bookingkit.com    

 

 

Press Contact bookingkit 

Frank Scheibe | +49 1577 2588917 | scheibe@bookingkit.de  

 
    Page 4/4 

 

http://www.bookingkit.com
mailto:scheibe@bookingkit.de

